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Children & Young People

HAPPEN staff conducted an in-depth programme of desk research between April and October 2005.  The aim of this research was to build HAPPEN’s professional knowledge base in order to support all areas of its work, and enable it to increase its impact. 

This paper gives a brief and informal overview of one aspect of this research, most notably how the arts relate to the lives of children and young people.  Whilst it is not intended as a piece of research in its own right, nor is it comprehensive, we hope that you will find the following information of some use.  

1.1     Raising educational standards

The arts have arguably been downgraded in importance as an academic subject in recent years, with increased focus on the key areas of literacy and numeracy in particular.  In 1999, the National Advisory Committee on Creative and Cultural Education argued for a national strategy for creative and cultural education in order to help the education system to meet its future challenges, however the committee’s core recommendations were never implemented.

In order to counter this, there has been an increased focus on the overall contribution of the arts in education, both (in the LGA’s words) “ for their own intrinsic value [and] as a medium to teach other subjects”.  Research by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has shown that the arts in schools can raise pupils' attainment across the curriculum, improve their attitudes to learning and their behaviour, contribute to school improvement, improve links with the community, and contribute to the economy.

The LGA claims that “a growing number of schools are now using arts techniques, experiences, activities and teaching strategies to raise standards in other lessons”.  It further quotes research from the National Foundation for Educational Research that studying arts subjects yielded increases in enjoyment, arts skills and knowledge, knowledge of social and cultural issues, personal and social development, creativity and thinking skills, and communication and expressive skills.

1.2
Engaging hard-to-reach young people

According to the LGA, “there is considerable research that supports the importance of the arts as a tool for engaging with young people and as a means of supporting their learning and development.”  Furthermore, “the arts enable pupils with different skills and aptitudes to demonstrate achievement, as they require different forms of communication and intelligence”.  These two claims appear to be particularly relevant to young people who have not succeeded in mainstream education.

The Gulbenkian Foundation has channelled resources for some years into an investigation of the use of the arts in Pupil Referral Units and Learner Support Units, which has demonstrated the positive impact on knowledge and skills, communication, self-esteem and sef-confidence, and enjoyment of learning.  The contribution of the arts, in addition to being different from normal learning experiences, was that they are practical rather than academic; allow pupils to achieve and express themselves; are contemporary, part of youth culture; and develop the whole child.

Work by the Basic Skills Agency and others has shown how arts participation can be used as a way of engaging low-skilled young people in basic and key skills learning, given that these skills are required in order to participate in the arts; this approach is increasingly being used across the country.
ENDS

PAGE  
1

